Successful treatment with splenectomy and interferon alpha against recurred hemophagocytic syndrome in remission state of anaplastic large cell lymphoma following high-dose therapy and autologous peripheral blood stem cell transplantation.
A 25-yr-old man had been diagnosed as having CD30(+) anaplastic large cell lymphoma associated with hemophagocytic syndrome (HS). He received aggressive frontline chemotherapies and consolidation with autologous peripheral blood stem cell transplantation (PBSCT) following high-dose chemotherapy combined with splenic irradiation (720 cGy in fraction of 180 cGy). However, HS recurred on day 50 of PBSCT without radiologic evidence of lymphoma relapse. On day 56 of PBSCT, splenectomy was performed and pathology showed massive sinusoidal infiltration of histiocytes. On day 68 of PBSCT, administration of interferon alpha was started and maintained for 24 months. HS was completely resolved and he has been alive well and in complete remission (CR), 60 months after initial diagnosis.